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Information Services 
Notes to assist in understanding data supplied for Over the Counter products
Summary
The legal category of the medicinal product pack, as specified by The Human Medicines Regulations, has been used to identify which medicines can be classified as ‘Over the Counter’ medicines. 
The legal category for any pack is defined as one of the following four options:					
· GSL: For a licenced medicine, the pack size of the product is included in the General Sales List.						
· P: The pack size of the product is categorised as a Pharmacy medicine if it is a licenced medicine and is not included in the General Sales List or the Prescription Only Medicine order.						
· POM: For a licenced medicine, the pack size of the product is included in the Prescription Only Medicine order.						
· Not Applicable: The value of ‘not applicable’ is used for all non-medicine packs e.g. appliances, unlicensed medicines and Investigational Medicinal Products (IMPs) where the legal category cannot be determined.						
Packs with a legal category of 'GSL' or 'P' can therefore be identified as ‘Over the Counter’ medicines.	
Prescribing method & total breakdown
The legal category can only be directly attributed to actual products and therefore additional steps are needed to try and identify the legal category for any products that have been prescribed generically.  This has been done by checking all the actual products associated with a generic item and where they all have the same legal category the assumption has been made that this category can be assigned to the generic item.
For a small number of generic products (circa 1.1%), the various associated actual products cover a variety of legal categories and therefore a single classification can’t be assigned as it is not certain which product was used.  In these circumstances a legal category of ‘Unknown’ has been assigned to signify that the legal category can’t be confidently applied.  Please see the ‘Prescribing Type’ below for further details.	
The following tables show the overall volumes for both the number of items and the net ingredient cost:						
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Report Sections
· GSL (Brand) Includes a list of all products with a legal category of 'GSL', where the item has been prescribed as a brand and therefore the legal category can be identified.							
· GSL (Generic) Includes a list of all products with a legal category of 'GSL' where the item has been prescribed generically and therefore the legal category has been assumed based on the associated products.
· P (Brand) Includes a list of all products with a legal category of 'P', where the item has been prescribed as a brand and therefore the legal category can be identified.
· P (Generic) Includes a list of all products with a legal category of 'P' where the item has been prescribed generically and therefore the legal category has been assumed based on the associated products.
· Unknown (Generic) Includes a list of all products that have been prescribed generically where the legal category can not be assumed, due to more than one legal category being represented within the associated products.
· Prescribing Type Includes some background around how legal categories have been identified for generic items (see Appendix A).
· Mixed Legal Category Includes an example of an item that is commonly prescribed generically, where the legal category can not be assumed due to multiple possible items (see Appendix B)							
Data Source(s)								
· Data is sourced from the NHSBSA Information Services DALL environment which is a sand-pit development environment used for data analytics. Data within the DALL is sourced via ETL extracts from production databases at moments in time and is not maintained with any changes to original source material.			
· Prescription data is based on data from the NHSBSA’s internal system (CIP) which contains NHS prescription data.							
· Legal category data is based on data from the NHSBSA CDR (Common Drug Reference) database. Data is only included for prescription items where the patient’s NHS number could be identified from the prescription image. Patient number information can only be captured from approx. 91% of prescriptions, although the capture rate may vary depending on criteria used within an analysis.												


Time Period								
Prescribing data is included for the period of January 2016 to December 2016. The legal classification of medicines is based on the legal category for the product on the last day of the month for which the prescription was submitted.							
Prescribing Data								
Prescribing data is based on dispensed prescription items that were reimbursed by the NHSBSA, not including items not dispensed, disallowed and return backs. It includes all available items prescribed and dispensed in England, including prescribing of any items which have been flagged within the CDR database as discontinued. It excludes items prescribed but not presented for dispensing or not submitted to NHS Prescription Services by the dispenser.
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Within NHSBSA data systems medicines prescribed are recorded by using either an AMPP (Actual Medicinal Product Pack) or VMPP (Virtual Medicinal Product Pack) code.  When an actual product (branded items) has been prescribed the system will hold the AMPP code of the item and when an item has been prescribed as a generic the system will hold the VMPP code. 

The legal category for any item is defined at the AMPP level.  Therefore it is not possible to directly identify the legal category of any drugs at the VMPP level as there is no direct one-to-one match between the AMPP and VMPP codes.  

As a larger proportion of items are prescribed generically using VMPP codes, where possible the legal category has been derived for each VMPP code.  The method used to assign legal categories to VMPPs is to identify all the AMPPs that relate to an individual VMPP and then find the legal category for each of these AMPPs.  When all of the AMPPs have the same legal category, it has been assumed that this legal category can be attributed to the VMPP.

In situations where the AMPPs for a single VMPP have different legal categories a status of 'Unknown' has been assigned as there is no way to confidently define which AMPP has been used when drugs have been prescribed at the VMPP level.  This situation accounts for only 1.1% of all VMPPs.  Please see the additional worksheet ‘Mixed Legal Category’ for an example.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Please note, as this analysis includes items for products which have been marked as discontinued this could also have impacted on the legal classifications.  Therefore, if a discontinued product at AMPP level has a different legal category to the other products within the VMPP group, this will cause the legal category of the VMPP item to be set to 'Unknown', regardless of whether there was any prescribing assigned to the discontinued product or not.				
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The table below looks at a collection of AMPP (brand) products associated to a single VMPP (generic) product, where the legal status is different for a number of the AMPPs.

The drug being examined is the most commonly prescribed such item, ‘Aspirin 75mg dispersible tablets’ which was prescribed 1.5m times during January 2016 alone.

Looking at the AMPP legal categories, three of the four possible options are covered with items existing for categories of 'POM', 'GSL' and 'P'.

[image: ]Manual checks have been performed on the CDR database to confirm that the legal categories are accurate based on CDR entries.														
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Prescribing Method Items Net Ingredient Cost Items Net Ingredient Cost Items Net Ingredient Cost

Items prescribed by brand 13,064,585 £82,686,503.42 30,560,076 £167,068,755.65 n/a n/a

Items prescribed generically 2,718,699 £20,540,960.08 27,357,073 £116,725,985.92 79,246,947 £200,278,238.32

Total 15,783,284 £103,227,463.50 57,917,149 £283,794,741.57 79,246,947 £200,278,238.32

GSL P Unknown

LEGAL CATEGORY
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MONTH GSL P POM NA UNKNOWN TOTAL GSL P POM NA UNKNOWN

201601 2,142 1,458 16,712 7,429 297 28,038 7.6% 5.2% 59.6% 26.5% 1.1%

201602 2,145 1,459 16,761 7,479 298 28,142 7.6% 5.2% 59.6% 26.6% 1.1%

201603 2,144 1,460 16,811 7,529 300 28,244 7.6% 5.2% 59.5% 26.7% 1.1%

201604 2,151 1,460 16,890 7,553 302 28,356 7.6% 5.1% 59.6% 26.6% 1.1%

201605 2,147 1,462 17,004 7,587 307 28,507 7.5% 5.1% 59.6% 26.6% 1.1%

201606 2,144 1,459 17,108 7,631 308 28,650 7.5% 5.1% 59.7% 26.6% 1.1%

201607 2,144 1,459 17,178 7,654 308 28,743 7.5% 5.1% 59.8% 26.6% 1.1%

201608 2,145 1,459 17,210 7,665 309 28,788 7.5% 5.1% 59.8% 26.6% 1.1%

201609 2,145 1,460 17,282 7,679 313 28,879 7.4% 5.1% 59.8% 26.6% 1.1%

201610 2,146 1,463 17,343 7,698 313 28,963 7.4% 5.1% 59.9% 26.6% 1.1%

201611 2,139 1,462 17,389 7,720 319 29,029 7.4% 5.0% 59.9% 26.6% 1.1%

201612 2,140 1,461 17,397 7,725 320 29,043 7.4% 5.0% 59.9% 26.6% 1.1%

COUNT OF VMPP CODES BY ATTRIBUTED AMPP LEGAL CATEGORY
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VMPP_IDAMPP_IDV_A_STARTV_A_END LEGAL_CATEGORYLC_STARTLC_END PPA_CODEPACK_SIZEAMP_NAME SUPPLIER NAME

191 605 01-Jan-4801-Feb-56GSL 01-Jan-48 01-Feb-56 3849026 28Aspirin 75mg dispersible tablets A A H Pharmaceuticals Ltd

191 612 01-Jan-4801-Feb-56P 01-Jan-48 01-Feb-56 3723015 28Aspirin 75mg dispersible tablets Actavis UK Ltd

191 615 01-Jan-4801-Feb-56GSL 01-Jan-48 01-Feb-56 3716014 28Aspirin 75mg dispersible tablets Teva UK Ltd

191 618 01-Jan-4801-Feb-56P 01-Jan-48 01-Feb-56 57342011 28PostMI 75 dispersible tablets Ashbourne Pharmaceuticals Ltd

191 628 01-Jan-4801-Feb-56P 01-Jan-48 01-Feb-56 3690013 28Aspirin 75mg dispersible tablets Kent Pharmaceuticals Ltd

191 635 01-Jan-4801-Feb-56GSL 01-Jan-48 01-Feb-56 3793016 28Aspirin 75mg dispersible tablets Alliance Healthcare (Distribution) Ltd

191 25710 27-Jan-0401-Feb-56GSL 27-Jan-04 01-Feb-56 3882026 28Aspirin 75mg dispersible tablets Aspar Pharmaceuticals Ltd

191 43840 29-Nov-0501-Feb-56P 29-Nov-05 01-Feb-56 4168011 28Aspirin 75mg dispersible tablets Almus Pharmaceuticals Ltd

191 45601 20-Apr-0601-Feb-56POM 20-Apr-06 01-Feb-56 3784032 28Aspirin 75mg dispersible tablets IVAX Pharmaceuticals UK Ltd

191 69717 10-Sep-0901-Feb-56P 10-Sep-09 01-Feb-56 3095011 28Aspirin 75mg dispersible tablets Bristol Laboratories Ltd

191 75632 11-May-1001-Feb-56P 11-May-10 01-Feb-56 59449151 28Pure Health Aspirin 75mg dispersible tablets Lexon (UK) Ltd

191 78400 17-Aug-1001-Feb-56P 17-Aug-10 01-Feb-56 3806025 28Aspirin 75mg dispersible tablets Phoenix Healthcare Distribution Ltd

191 86529 29-Jul-1101-Feb-56P 29-Jul-11 01-Feb-56 3279031 28Aspirin 75mg dispersible tablets Wockhardt UK Ltd

191 97758 01-Feb-1301-Feb-56P 01-Feb-13 01-Feb-56 3875025 28Aspirin 75mg dispersible tablets Waymade Healthcare Plc

191 101788 14-Jun-1301-Feb-56GSL 14-Jun-13 01-Feb-56 3782013 28Aspirin 75mg dispersible tablets DE Pharmaceuticals

191 137403 05-Jun-1501-Feb-56GSL 05-Jun-15 01-Feb-56 3844024 28Aspirin 75mg dispersible tablets Sigma Pharmaceuticals Plc

191 138524 27-Jul-1501-Feb-56GSL 27-Jul-15 01-Feb-56 3795013 28Aspirin 75mg dispersible tablets Mawdsley-Brooks & Company Ltd

191 153197 28-Jul-1601-Feb-56POM 28-Jul-16 01-Feb-56 3264011 28Danamep 75mg dispersible tablets Ecogen Europe Ltd
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