




Endorsement for TB Treatment

Key points

From 1 December 2025

· Use of the Free Supply ‘FS’ endorsement has been extended to medicines used in the management of tuberculosis (TB) and latent TB infections. 
· This will enable free supply of TB treatments to patients in primary care settings.
· Prescribers should apply the ‘FS’ endorsement to NHS prescription items for medicines used in the treatment of TB, the effects of TB and the adverse effects from TB treatment.
· The ‘FS’ endorsement should also continue to be used for items prescribed for the treatment of sexually transmitted infections (STIs).
· The ‘FS’ endorsement for TB/STI treatments will continue to operate in the same way.
· Prescribing and dispensing systems will be updated as soon as possible - the description of the endorsement will change from ‘FS’ sexual health to ‘FS’ for “Free supply for specified use”.
· Regardless of how ‘FS’ displays on prescribing systems, prescribers should use the endorsement for TB and/or STI treatment from 1 December 2025.
· Any eligible item endorsed ‘FS’ on an NHS prescription should be supplied free-of-charge to the patient. 

Background

1. This document provides guidance to GPs, other prescribers, pharmacists, pharmacy staff and staff in secondary care settings on new procedures which will be introduced to ensure patients receive their treatment for TB free-of-charge when prescribed using the NHS FP10 prescription form or via Electronic Prescription Service (EPS).

2. TB is a communicable disease and providing free treatment to all infected patients (active or passive) is crucial for controlling its spread and protecting the wider population. To protect public health, legislation is in place to provide for free-of-charge treatments of TB where supply is from stock held on the premises of hospitals and specialist clinics. However, changes to service provision in some areas means that some patients may now receive their treatment via an NHS prescription which is dispensed in the community, for example when community-based TB nurses have prescribed the medication, or when treatment is started by a TB consultant and then continued by a GP in the community. 

3. Where treatment is provided via an NHS prescription (FP10 paper or EPS), prescription charges apply unless the patient is exempt from charges or the item is supplied free-of-charge via an NHS prescription as provided by legislation as follows:

· contraceptives (including those endorsed CC, CU, OC or with the female ♀ symbol)
· treatment of STIs (with the ‘FS’ endorsement applied to each item)
· From 1 December 2025, treatment of TB, the effects of TB and the effects of TB treatment (with the ‘FS’ endorsement applied to each item). 

4. The existing ‘FS’ prescriber endorsement is currently applicable to treatment of STIs only. Its use will be extended so that prescribers can indicate to dispensers that the item(s) are being used to treat TB and/or the adverse effects of the TB medication. All ‘FS’ endorsed items for TB and/or STI treatment should be provided free-of-charge to patients.

5. Changes to the National Health Service (Charges for Drugs and Appliance) Regulations 2015 (“the Charges Regulations”) have been made to enable community pharmacists to dispense TB treatments free-of-charge via an NHS prescription (FP10 paper or EPS).  The Regulations are available at The National Health Service (Help with Health Costs) (Miscellaneous Amendments) Regulations 2025 and will come into force on 1 December 2025. Part XVI of the NHS Drug Tariff will be updated and published on 1 December 2025 – see www.drugtariff.nhsbsa.nhs.uk.
Timings

6. The Regulations will come into effect from 1 December 2025. The ‘FS’ prescriber endorsement should be used from this date onwards when prescribing treatment for both TB and/or STIs on NHS prescriptions. The ‘FS’ endorsement name change on prescribing and dispensing systems may not align with this regulatory change. Where systems have not been updated to reflect the additional use of ‘FS’ endorsement for TB treatments, the existing ‘FS’ endorsement functionality should still be used when issuing prescriptions for TB and/or STI treatments.

7. Further communications to confirm this start date and the updating of guidance, webpages and publications such as the Drug Tariff will follow in due course.






‘FS’ prescriber endorsement

8. To operationalise this change, the existing prescriber endorsement ‘FS - sexual health’ will be repurposed so that it can apply to TB treatments as well. The endorsement will be renamed ‘FS’ – “Free supply for specified use”. This name change is to allow the ‘FS’ endorsement to apply to other indications that the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care determines should be treated free-of-charge - thereby future-proofing the endorsement.

9. Other than a change to the name/definition, the format of the ‘FS’ endorsement will remain the same and the endorsement will continue to operate by way of guidance. This will give GPs and other prescribers some flexibility when prescribing items for treatment of TB and/or STIs. There is no specific list of drugs to which the ‘FS’ prescriber endorsement can be applied. Prescribers should use their clinical discretion for use of the ‘FS’ endorsement when prescribing items for the treatment of TB and/or STIs (see 12(a) and (b) below).

10. Prescribing and dispensing system suppliers should ensure the format of the ‘FS’ endorsement is compliant with the definition in the Requirements and Guidance for Endorsements in the Electronic Prescription Service (EPS) document which provides the requirements of the NHS Prescription Services of the NHS Business Services Authority (NHSBSA) and NHS Wales Shared Services Partnership (NWSSP) to aid its reimbursement and remuneration process for the Electronic Prescription Service (EPS). This document and the Drug Tariff Part XVI – Notes on charges, will be updated to reflect the change. 

What can ‘FS’ be used for?

11. The typical route for initiation and management of TB cases is a combination of secondary and tertiary care, with secondary care specialists managing active cases and tertiary centres providing expertise for complex cases like multi-drug resistant TB. However, changes to service provision in some areas means that some patients may have their treatment initiated in secondary or specialist settings but have their medicines supplied via an NHS prescription and dispensed in the community.
NOTE: GPs and other prescribers should continue to follow NHS guidelines and treatment pathways for preventing, identifying and managing active and latent tuberculosis (TB).







12. The ‘FS’ prescriber endorsement should only be applied to items that are provided free-of-charge as specified in Charges Regulations (see para 3 above). 

a. sexually transmitted infections (STI) - only those conditions for which sexual contact is a main route of transmission of an infection e.g. treatment for chlamydia would be free, treatment for candidiasis would not. The management of STIs in any setting, including primary care, should conform to national standards. Further guidance on STIs that may be suitable for managing in primary care can be found in the British Association for Sexual Health and HIV (BASHH) guidelines and in BASHH's Standards for the management of sexually transmitted infections (STIs).
b. tuberculosis (TB), the effects of TB and the adverse effects from TB treatment (from 1 December 2025) - Medicines commonly used in the treatment of TB include isoniazid, rifampicin, pyrazinamide and ethambutol. Other TB treatments will also be covered by the ‘FS’ endorsement. Some common adverse effects of TB medicines include headache, dizziness, nausea, vomiting, or diarrhoea. The management of TB in any setting, including primary care, should conform to national standards. Further guidance can be found on the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) website here: https://cks.nice.org.uk/topics/tuberculosis/management/management/
Prescribers

13. Prescribers should apply the ’FS’ endorsement individually to each item prescribed for the treatment of TB and/or STIs (either on FP10 paper prescription or electronically via EPS) to indicate that the medication should be supplied free-of-charge.

14. If the prescription is electronic, ‘FS’ must be present in the prescriber endorsement field. Prescribers must apply the ‘FS’ endorsement using the automated functionality available on prescribing systems. Prescribers must NOT add any ‘FS’ or any other prescriber endorsements as free-text into any other fields for example dosage instructions or ‘additional instructions’ also known as medication specific information or notes to pharmacy as this would not allow a pharmacy contractor to supply the item free-of-charge against NHS prescriptions.

15. Prescribers are asked to issue ‘FS’ endorsed items and other chargeable items on separate prescriptions to make it simpler for patients and pharmacists when recording prescription charges or prescription charge exemptions, and for pharmacy reimbursement. Currently, some prescribing systems automatically separate prescriptions that contains both ‘FS’ endorsed items and chargeable items on to their own prescriptions.

16.  Where a FP10 paper prescription (printed or handwritten) is issued, prescribers can hand endorse the item ‘FS’ and countersign the endorsement as shown below. Each TB and/or STI item ordered on the same paper prescription form must be endorsed with ‘FS’.
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Pharmacy contractors

17. Where an item is endorsed ‘FS’ it should be supplied free-of-charge to the patient.

18. The ‘FS’ endorsement can only be added by a prescriber; it CANNOT be added by a patient or a pharmacist. If the ‘FS’ endorsement is missing and the patient is expecting to receive their TB and/or STI treatments free-of-charge (and the patient is not exempt from paying prescription charges for other reasons), the patient should be referred back to their prescriber to have the ‘FS’ endorsement applied to any prescribed TB and/or STI items. 

19. As noted above, from 1 December 2025 prescribers can apply the ‘FS’ endorsement to any item supplied for the treatment of TB and/or STIs. System suppliers will re-name the ‘FS’ endorsement as soon as possible to “Free supply for specified use”. In the meantime, ‘FS’ should be used regardless of how it is defined on prescribing and dispensing system. The message code on the EPS will remain ‘Y’ (0017).

20. If an electronic prescription is received with the prescriber ‘FS’ endorsement included within the dosage area, the pharmacy should refer the prescription back to the prescriber so it can be re-issued with the endorsement correctly applied.

21. The NHSBSA automatically handle all free-of-charge items (including contraceptives and those correctly endorsed ‘FS’ regardless of the charge or exempt status applied to the EPS claim.



Prescriptions that only include free-of-charge items:

22. If the only items on the prescription are endorsed ‘FS’ and/or free-of-charge contraceptives: 

· The patient does not need to make a declaration or sign the reverse of the FP10 NHS prescription form or EPS token or provide any evidence of entitlement to free-of-charge contraceptives, TB or STI treatment.
· The EPS token does not need to be submitted to the NHSBSA.
· Either EPS claim message code 0010 or 0017 can be selected. Both ‘free-of-charge contraceptive’ (0010) and ‘FS’ ‘free supply for specified use’ (0017) are recognised by NHSBSA and the item to which the exemption applies will be automatically treated as free-of-charge – no penalties are applied for selecting either EPS message code over the other.
· Paper prescriptions endorsed ‘FS’ should be placed in the red separator for end of month submission.

23. The ‘FS’ endorsement is an item-level endorsement and must be applied to each item supplied free-of-charge as provided by legislation. Prescribers are asked not to include items classed as free-of-charge on the same prescription form as a chargeable item to simplify recording of charges collected or exemption reasons and for reimbursement purposes. Prescribing systems should assist prescribers by splitting TB and/or STI items onto separate prescriptions where a combination of ‘FS’ endorsed items and other chargeable items are prescribed at the same time (as indicated in the NHSBSA endorsement guidance). If a prescribing system does not auto-separate free-of-charge contraceptives or ‘FS’ endorsed items from chargeable items and a mixed prescription is issued, the dispenser should select the code for either charge paid or the exemption category claimed. The dispenser will be reimbursed accordingly. 

If mixed prescriptions (containing both free-of-charge and chargeable items) are issued and the patient normally pays for their prescriptions:

· If the prescription contains both an ‘FS’ endorsed item and a chargeable item, no charges should be collected for the ‘FS’ endorsed item.
· The reverse of the prescription form or EPS token should clearly indicate the total amount of prescription charges collected for the chargeable items only and the patient should sign the reverse of the form. 
· For EPS prescriptions the appropriate paid prescription message code (0001) should be selected to indicate that the patient has paid the appropriate charges for chargeable items only
· Mixed FP10 paper prescriptions that contain ‘FS’ endorsed item and a chargeable item must be placed in the chargeable section of the red separator for end of month submission. 

If mixed prescriptions (containing both free-of-charge and chargeable items) are issued and the patient is exempt from paying prescription charges:

· For EPS prescriptions, if an automatic exemption is NOT confirmed by Real Time Exemption Checking (RTEC), the patient should select the appropriate exemption category and sign the declaration on the reverse of the EPS token. Pharmacy contractors should ask to see evidence of the exemption and if this is not provided, pharmacy teams should mark ‘X’ in the “evidence not seen” box on the EPS token and explain that fines may be issued for incorrectly claiming an exemption. 
· For EPS prescriptions, the appropriate prescription message code should be selected to indicate the patient’s exemption category e.g. if the patient holds a valid medical exemption certificate message code E (0006) should be applied.
· Mixed FP10 paper prescriptions that contain ‘FS’ endorsed item and a chargeable item issued to patients who are exempt must be placed in the exempt section of the red separator for end of month submission. 


See Annex A for diagrams on processing prescriptions.
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Annex A

Electronic Prescription contains 			        Electronic Reimbursement Endorsement Message (EREM)
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Endorsement: 
FS = free supply for specified use. 
CC or ♀ = free-of-charge contraceptive.

Note: 
1 – The patient is not required to tick a box or sign the prescription for free contraceptives or FS endorsed items. NHSBSA identify contraceptives by the items name and treat ALL contraceptives as “no charge” items.
2 – Charge paid will usually refer to 0001 charge paid at the current rate but value 0000 charge paid at the old rate may be used when applicable.






Paper Prescription contains		           	       Action
Patients are not required to complete or sign the FP10
Send to NHSBSA in the 
red separator
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Patients are not required to complete or sign the FP10
Send to NHSBSA in bundle
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Patients are not required to complete or sign the FP10
Send to NHSBSA in the 
red separator
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Patients completes charge paid or exemption section and signs
Send to NHSBSA in bundle
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Patients completes charge paid or exemption section and signs
Send to NHSBSA in the 
red separator
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Patients completes charge paid or exemption section and signs
Send to NHSBSA in the 
red separator
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Endorsement: 
FS = free supply for specified use. 
CC or ♀ = free-of-charge contraceptive.

Note: 
The patient is not required to tick a box or sign the prescription for free contraceptives or FS endorsed items. NHSBSA identify contraceptives by the items name and treat ALL contraceptives as “no charge” items.
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